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County seeksfostet·parents
By ANNIE ZELM
zelm@saJ)dusl5Yregister.com

HURON

Thomas and Irene
Kazmierczak thought they
had some idea of what to
expect when they became
foster pa~ents,buf they
learned a lot al<mgthe w~y. '
Lesson No.1: Howt'o find

and assemble a Toys ~R"Us
crib in less thim an' hour for
lip unexpected arrival.
No.. 2? The dynamics of

modem diapers.
there were a few things

they never could have pre-
paved for, such as the whirl;,
wind of emotions that come

. with growing attached to a
child, only to say goodbye a
short time later.
Or the sheer joy they f/'lel

when that same child, riow a
grown map, calls to sayhe!?till
considers them his family.
"You've just got to keep

in mind ·the seeds you're
planting;' Irene said. "You
give them the, opportunity
to do things they've never
done before:" " ' ,. Register photo! ANGELA WILHELM

Foster fa~iliesl?lay a 'Blake Wysocki, 14" left, chases Monika Giardih.a, 15" with a water balloon Saturday at Osborn.Park in Huron during the
crucial role III the hves of Erie County Department oUo!:>and FamilyServices' luau for those interested in adoption or foster parenting.
children who might not o'th- . ' .' . ' /
erwise have stability or a safe foster parents who live as over;' Young s.aid. "When a -otherstoconsiderfostering.
place to call home, said An,gel close to the area as.possible, child leaves the community, PeopleiIi al-lstages of life
Young, Erie County's deputy but sometimes that's not an it costs taxpayers a·lot more c'anbe foster parents, as long
director of social services. option, Youngsaid. money as well. Every one as they are 21 or older. They
The county has 21 fami- Ifnooneisavailablewithin. of us have .a responsibility, don'thave to be married or

lies providing 'foster care, the county, the children . and we are affected inone ownahome. '
but it needs more fpster and ' .have to move sqmewheie way or another:' . , Some decide to foster
ad,optive parents. About else - often leaving behind Young and her eo-workers With the hope Of adopting,
50 \children are in tempo- 'their school, friends and at tIle Erie County Depart- , while. others provide' care
rary custody as they await a other activities., merit of Joo and Family Ser- . for short periods of time. to
more permanent home. That can add to the trauma vices hosted a luau Saturday give someone else a break.
'Social work-erS.try to place they've already experienced, at Osborn Park, to celebrate And although foster par-'

Children with relatives or "The kids have to start all fost~rfamiliesandencourage, ents can feel overwhelmed

at times, it's iinportant to
remember they're never
alene, foster care specialist
Tina Krueger said; ,
Foster parents receive

financial assistance to
help meet the needs of the
children in their home, and
.the county. offers its own
network of support. '
Erre , 'County recently

started a monthly forum fpr
foster parents to h~lp t,hem

:'Want,to
/ r . , • .' ,

help a child?
The 6rie,Col:lnty

Depar:t(l1er.tt(ofJ,ob,alld
F.amily,Services willhost
das~es for potential'
foster.or ado~Hvepa~ent$.
, from 5-8 p:m. Juesdays
alld Thursdays, starting
thjq Tl:l~sdayat the agency .1

I office01'1 221W.Parish'St..,
Sandusky. 'ii'

.Another session begins
Oct. 8.. , ..' f' '
F~rinformation, call

41%26-6781, .ext. 6500.

.with the unique ohallenges,of
caring for children ofall ages.
. This Tuesday, it also kick!?

off a ser·ies of Classes for
people interested in foster
pareIiting or adoption.
The classes cover topics

including child develop-
ment,introducing foster chil-
dren to biological children,
and the reSOUFcesavailable
to parents. .
.It's an emotional journey,

saidthe Kazmierczaks- who
have fostered three sets of
siblings in the past 18months
.:-btlt the rewards continue
to surprise them. .
One example: Watching

the spark ofexcitement in the
eyes,of a boy seeing fireworks
for the first time.
Or realizing how much

a yeung girl loves eating
popcorn and watching a
movie as a family.
, "It's the little things, tIle
thingsyou:take for granted:'
Irene said.


